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Review Southwest Pacific TC outlook 
for 2023/24

• BOM, NIWA, Fiji agreed on normal-to-enhanced TC activity in the eastern part of the 
basin and normal to-reduced TC activity in the western part linked an established El 
Niño event;

• Outlook confidence is low to very low according to BOM; 

• NIWA favoured 4-8 severe TCs reaching category 3+ anywhere across the region;

• Historical records show TC activity shifting eastward during El Niño



Actual TC events over 2023/24

• Severe TC Lola (Oct)

• Severe TC Mai (Nov)

• TC Nat (Feb)

• TC Osai (Feb)

• Severe TC Jasper (Dec)

• Severe TC Kirrily (Jan-Feb)

• TC Paul (Apr)

• (TC Lincoln, Feb)

• (Severe TC Megan, Mar)

Severe refers to a tropical cyclone that attained Cat. 3 status

• 7 in the BOM area (4 severe)

• 9 in the NIWA area (5 severe)

• Below the long-term average of 9 (BOM area)



Review Southwest Pacific TC outlook 
for 2023/24

• BOM, NIWA, Fiji agree on a normal-to-enhanced risk for TC activity in the eastern 
part of the basin and normal to-reduced TC activity in the western part linked an 
established El Niño event;

• Fewer than expected TCs in the east

• As forecast in the west (3 BOM, 5 
NIWA)



Review Southwest Pacific TC outlook 
for 2023/24

• 8 TCs (NIWA) between 
Nov-Apr

• 6 of 8 TCs pass through 
the Enhanced expected 
value region

• Note: this not a good way 
of measuring model skill



Review Southwest Pacific TC outlook 
for 2023/24

• NIWA favoured 4-8 severe TCs reaching category 3+ anywhere across the region

• Severe TC Lola (Oct)

• Severe TC Mai (Nov)

• TC Nat (Feb)

• TC Osai (Feb)

• Severe TC Jasper (Dec)

• Severe TC Kirrily (Jan-Feb)

• TC Paul (Apr)

• (TC Lincoln, Feb)

• (Severe TC Megan, Mar)

• BOM average is 4, what we got in 2023/24 is 4



Contact 

My Email
simon.mcgree@bom.gov.au
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