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PICOF-6 outlook

• Below average air temperatures likely over August to October 
in the central to eastern equatorial Pacific. 

• With reference to rainfall outlooks, there is general 
agreement on below average rainfall for Nauru, below 
average to average rainfall for the Northern Mariana Islands, 
Niue and Pitcairn and average rainfall for American Samoa. 
For the remaining islands there is little agreement between 
the models over the coming three to six months.
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Summary
• SPCZ displaced southwest, ITCZ displaced north over the last 

few months. La Niña-like behaviour

• Significant rainfall suppression (<10th %ile) across equatorial 
Pacific, central Cook Islands, parts of northern and eastern 
French Polynesia, Pitcairn, most of FSM, northern RMI, Guam 
and southern NMI region in the last six months

• Warmer than normal temperatures in the western equatorial 
Pacific, extending to Fiji/Tonga. Cool anomalies in the eastern 
Pacific gradually extending into the central Pacific in the last 6 
months. Pattern somewhat similar to SSTs over last 6 months

• Equatorial Pacific temperature observations consistent with 
PICOF-6 outlooks. Rainfall consistent for Nauru, Saipan and 
Pitcairn over MJJ, inconsistent for Niue and American Samoa 
(wetter than expected).


