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ÅLa Niña or La Niña-like patterns are the most likely outcome for 
remainder of 2024. Climate models indicate that should La Niña 
develop, it  would be relatively short-lived with a return to ENSO-
neutral in early 2025.

ÅNear to Above normal sea surface temperatures are favoured in 
regions excluding the central and eastern equatorial Pacific.

ÅSea level is favoured to be higher than normal around PNG, FSM, the 
Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI), Palau, Solomon Islands, New 
Caledonia and southern part of Tonga. Below normal sea level is 
favoured around Kiribati, southern parts of Tuvalu, Samoa, northern 
Fiji, northern Tonga, Niue, parts of Cook Islands, parts of French 
Polynesia and the Pitcairn Islands.

Å Coral Bleaching Forecast for PNG, FSM, RMI, Palau, and Nauru

PICOF-15 Outlook (November 2024 - March 2025)
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Outlook Review
ÅLa Niña  or  La Niña -like  patterns  are  the  most  likely  outcome  for  remainder  of  2024. Climate  models  indicate  that  should  La Niña  develop,  it  would  be 
relatively  short -lived  with  a return  to  ENSO-neutral  in  early  2025.

Data from NOAA; https://climatereanalyzer.org
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Data from NOAA

Source:https://psl.noaa.gov/map/images/sst/sst.anom.hov.gif

SST 

Data: NOAA (Reynolds)



Subsurface Temperature

http://www.bom.gov.au/cgi-bin/oceanography/wrap_ocean_analysis.pl?id=IDYOC007&year=2025&month=03Climate Prediction Center - Upper Ocean Heat Content Anomaly

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/intraseasonal/heat_tlon.shtml
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Data from NOAA
Source:

Outlook Review
ÅACCESS-S Verification
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November 2024 to March 2025
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Source: NOAA Coral Reef Watch



Summary
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PICOF 15 outlook. La Niña-like pattern developed at the end 
of the year, and short lived. Below normal SST observed in 
part of Kiribati. Elsewhere near to above normal SST.
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Island Countries. Below average anomalies observed in part 
of Kiribati.
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November 2024 to March 2025, Nov-Dec over Palau and 
FSM, Nov-Nauru and RMI. Observed but not forecast over 
Solomon Is, Vanuatu, patches over Fiji & Tonga


